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Photo 1. View of the PVS Project Action Area looking west. Note the numerous transmission towers 

 
Photo 2. View of the PVS Project Action Area and VFCL looking north. Note the cattle and numerous transmission towers. 
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Photo 3. View of the PVS Project Action Area and VFCL looking north northwest. Note the wash habitat in the VFCL.

 
Photo 4. View of typical wash habitat within the VFCL looking west. 
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HOLLISTER FIRE DEPARTMENT                                                                  
 Firehouse 1         110 Fifth Street ● Hollister, CA  95023-3926                                                                                             
 Headquarters       (831) 636-4325 4325 • Fax (831) 636-4329                                                                                                 
  

 
       October 17, 2013 
Eric Cherniss 
PV2 Energy, LLC 
431 Burgess Dr,. 2nd Floor 
Menlo Park, CA  94025 
 
 
 
San Benito County Fire Department reviewed requirements for emergency 
access/egress to the project area.  During our conversation we discussed the bulleted 
points below to which I have made adjustments: 
 

o The fire department requires a contiguous emergency access/egress road that 
surrounds the entire perimeter of the project area.   

o Means of emergency access and egress from various points on the perimeter 
roads are required in the event of an emergency  

o Emergency access/egress roads must be designed and maintained to support the 
imposed loads of fire apparatus of up to 30,000 lbs and shall be surfaced so as to 
provide all-weather driving capabilities 

o Emergency access/egress roads shall support a 15 foot wide fire truck 
o Pullouts are required every 2,000 -5,000 feet along the perimeter road to allow 

for a fire truck to pass another vehicle if needed 
o Perimeter roads must contain a sufficient turning radius to allow a fire truck with 

a length of 31 feet to make the turn 
o No overhead restrictions are allowed on emergency access/egress  roads that 

are lower than 12 feet due to the height of the fire trucks 
 

 
Thank you, 
 
Chief O’Connor 

  
Firehouse 2   1000 Union Road                                                                                         Firehouse 4     24 Polk Street 
                   Hollister, CA  95023                             San Juan Bautista, CA  95045 
                      (831) 636-4141                                                                                                            (831) 623-4513   

 

 











Westlands Correspondence 



 

 
4225 Executive Square \ Suite 500 \ La Jolla, CA 92037 

O 858-320-2920 \ F 858-550-9951 \ burnsmcd.com 
CA Contractor License 755238 

 

January 27, 2015 
 
Westside Holdings, LLC  
4125 W. Noble Ave., Suite 310 
Visalia, CA 93277 
 
Westlands Water District Office  
3130 N. Fresno Street 
P.O. Box 6056 
Fresno, CA  93703-6056 
 
Re: Westlands Solar Park Competitive Renewable Energy Zone (CREZ) – Property Inquiry 
 
Dear Sir or Madam: 
 
On behalf of Panoche Valley Solar LLC (PVS) please accept this letter requesting information 
regarding the availability of an approximately 2,500-acre parcel of land located within the 
proposed 24,000 acre Westlands Solar Park CREZ that is suitable for construction of a 247 
megawatt (MW) solar electrical generating facility.   
 
We are requesting information on specific 2,500-acre parcels that would meet the following 
minimum criteria: 
 

1. Available for immediate purchase or long-term lease within Westlands Solar Park; 
2. Within 2,000-feet of an existing double circuit 230 kilovolt (kV) transmission line with 

sufficient capacity to support 247 MW of solar generation 
3. Capable of facilitating interconnection to PG&E’s existing electrical system before the 

year 2020.  
4. Completion of required local, state, and federal permitting (including CEQA compliance) 

to allow for a start of construction by 2018.  We understand that a Notice of Preparation 
of a draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) was issued in April 2013, yet a draft EIR 
has not yet been issued for public comment.  Please provide an update on the anticipated 
issuance date of a Final EIR. 

 
We appreciate your attention to this matter.  Please feel free to contact me at 858-320-2941 with 
any questions or comments. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Jennifer L. Kaminsky 
Project Manager 



January 27, 2015 
Page 2 
 
 
cc: Eric Cherniss, Panoche Valley Solar LLC 

Trisha Elizondo, Energy Renewal Partners 
 





USACE Preliminary Jurisdictional Delineation Correspondence 
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Field Visit Summary:

A site visit was completed on 11/10/14 by USACE Project Manager Katerina Galacatos, Johnson Marigot 
Consulting staff Paula Gill, and Energy Renewal Partners Staff Julianne Wooten.  The length of the 
eastern boundary was walked and observations were made at each drainage.  Drainages were walked 
from the fence line to the end of drainage.  Photographs were taken and are summarized in the below 
photo log.  Photo log (slide) numbers correspond to numbers on Figure 4, Panoche Valley Solar Project, 
Drainage Impacts map dated 11/7/14 (JH).  Drainages observed in the field, but not represented on the 
map, were numbered based on the nearest drainage to the west and given consecutive letter 
designations. 

In general, the majority of drainages form in the topography beyond the project boundary (rolling hills 
to the east).  Micro-watersheds concentrate minimal short-duration flow in the drainages.  Flow events 
do not however maintain the volume and/or duration required to establish an OHWM.  Topography 
(i.e., entrenched drainages) also did not necessarily coordinate with establishment of OHWM (e.g. 12). 

At five drainages an OHWM was observed.  In these five drainages it appears that volume and/or 
duration of flow events is large enough to establish OHMW character.  As typically observed in the arid 
west (ephemeral flows) OHWM characters observed included sediment-sorting (fine deposition below 
the OHWM), settlement of debris (small sticks, organic matter) at the OHWM, soil cracking below the 
OHWM, and absence of vegetation below the OHWM.  Generally the lateral extent of the waters was 
limited to 5’ - 1.5’.  The length of each drainage was determined by direct observation in the field.  
Where the OHWM was no longer visible, the end of the drainage was noted. 

The below photo log and associated notes represent information gathered in the field by all three 
participants and summarizes consensus based on observed characters.  No wetland characters were 
observed.  No in-stream wetlands are present within the hillside drainages.



Drainage 25:  No observed bed and bank, no OHWM, very minimal sediment sorting. 
Field Verification: Not a water of the U.S.  

Photograph taken looking NE toward hills



Drainage 24:  No observed bed and bank, no OHWM, very minimal sediment sorting. 
Field Verification: Not a water of the U.S. 

Photograph taken looking NE toward hills

Photograph taken looking SW toward valley



Drainage 24a:  No observable bed and bank, no OHWM, minimal sediment sorting. 
Field Verification: Not a water of the U.S. 

Photograph taken looking SW toward valley



Drainage 24b: No observed bed and bank, no OHWM, minimal sediment sorting. 
Field Verification: Not a water of the U.S. 

Photograph taken looking NE toward hills

Photograph taken looking SW toward valley



Drainage 24c: No observed bed and bank, no OHWM, minimal sediment sorting. 
Field Verification: Not a water of the U.S. 

Photograph taken looking NE toward hills

Photograph taken looking SW toward valley



Drainage 23: No OHWM, minimal sediment sorting. Some observed topography. 
Field Verification: Not a water of the U.S. 

Photograph taken looking NE toward hills

Photograph taken looking SW toward valley



Drainage 23a:  No bed and bank, no OHWM, minimal sediment sorting. 
Field Verification: Not a water of the U.S. 

Photograph taken looking NE toward hills

Photograph taken looking SW toward valley



Drainage 22/32/33: OHWM evident based on observed shelving, settled debris, and sediment sorting. Flow lines observed and sediment 
cracking observed in the lower portions of the drainage. 

Field Verification: water of the U.S. 

Shelving formed by flowing water Top of drainage near project area fence, lateral extent 
approximately 3’

Mid-drainage clear bed and bank conditionMid-drainage clear bed and bank condition



Drainage 22/32/33 (continued): OHWM evident observed characters include: shelving, settled debris, and sediment sorting. Flow lines observed. 
Field Verification: water of the U.S. 

Toward bottom of drainage, lateral extent narrows to 1’

Debris (sticks and vegetation) accumulated at edge OHWM Debris (sticks and vegetation) trapped in fencing indicating 8-
10” of flow.



Drainage 22/32/33 (continued): Photographs taken beyond fork in drainage caused by informal roadway (2-track).  
Field Verification: Feature to east (left) did not demonstrate an OHWM and was therefore not jurisdictional.  Drainage to the west (right) 

maintained an OHWM down the western fork for a short distance.

East drainage, no debris accumulation, no OHWM, no bed and bank 

West drainage with shelving to indicate OHWM



Drainage 21: Form and character similar to Drainage 22/32/22.  Clear OHWM evident due to accumulation of debris, shelving, and sediment 
sorting.  Line of vegetation occurs at the OHWM.  Soil cracking in channel also observed below OHWM.

Field Verification: water of the U.S. 



Drainage 21 (continued): Form and character similar to Drainage 22/32/22.  Clear OHWM evident due to accumulation of debris, 
shelving, and sediment sorting.  Line of vegetation occurs at the OHWM.  Soil cracking in channel, below OHWM, also observed.

. 

Photograph looking toward hills and eastern project boundary



Drainage 21:  No bed and bank, no OHWM, limited sediment sorting. 
Field Verification: Not a water of the U.S. 

Photograph taken looking NE toward hills

Photograph taken looking SW toward valley



Drainage 21a:  No bed and bank, no OHWM, limited sediment sorting. 
Field Verification: Not a water of the U.S. 

Photograph taken looking NE toward hills

Photograph taken looking SW toward valley



Drainage 20:  No bed and bank, no OHWM, limited sediment sorting. 
Field Verification: Not a water of the U.S. 

Photograph taken looking NE toward hills



Drainage 20a:  No bed and bank, no OHWM, limited sediment sorting. 
Field Verification: Not a water of the U.S. 

Photograph taken looking NE toward hills

Photograph taken looking SW toward valley



Drainage 19: Form and character similar to Drainage 22/32/22 and 21. From top of bank very steep slopes.  Lateral extent of 
waters approximately 1.5’ throughout. Extends to fence.  Clear OHWM evident due to accumulation of debris, shelving, and 

sediment sorting.  Soil cracking in channel also observed. Well defined bed and bank.  
Field Verification: water of the U.S. 

Photograph taken at eastern project boundary 
looking north from east bank

Photograph taken on east bank looking south 

Lateral extent approximately 1.5’



Drainage 18/17/30:  Well defined topography (in excess of 6-7’), bed and bank, no OHWM, no debris,  limited sediment sorting, 
minimal observed cracking. 

Field Verification: Not a water of the U.S. 

Photograph taken within the drainage looking east

Photograph taken on east bank of drainage looking north

Bottom of drainage



Drainage 17 (continued):  No bed and bank, no OHWM, no debris,  limited sediment sorting, minimal observed cracking. 
Field Verification: Not a water of the U.S. 

Photograph taken looking south toward the valley

Photograph taken looking north toward the hills



Drainage 16:  No bed and bank, no OHWM, no debris, no sediment sorting.  Extremely small drainage
Field Verification: Not a water of the U.S. 

Photograph taken looking south toward the valley

Photograph taken looking north toward the eastern 
project boundary



Drainage 15: Very small short drainage, hardly visible. 
Field Verification: Not a water of the U.S. 

Photograph taken looking south toward an internal fence



Drainage 14: Form and character similar to Drainage 22/32, 21, and 19. Very steep topography.  Lateral extent of waters 
approximately 1.5’ throughout. Extends to fence.  Clear OHWM evident due to accumulation of debris, shelving, and sediment 

sorting.  Soil cracking in channel also observed. Well defined bed and bank.  
Field Verification: water of the U.S. 

Photograph taken in the drainage looking toward the 
valley

Observed shelving

Photograph taken from top of bank looking toward the 
valley

Bottom of drainage where OHWM is no longer 
observable, becomes a vegetated swale (not wetland)



Drainage 13:  Vegetated swale (no evidence of wetland).  No bed and bank, no OHWM, no debris, no sediment sorting. 
Field Verification: Not a water of the U.S. 

Photograph taken in the drainage looking toward hills

Photograph (to left) taken in the drainage looking toward the 
valley



Drainage 12: Very established, deep topography.  No OHWM, no debris, no sediment sorting. 
Field Verification: Not a water of the U.S. 

Photograph (top left) taken in the drainage looking toward the 
eastern project boundary (fence).  Steep topography with very 

narrow flow pattern (to left).  Evidence of minimal flow 
(sediment) but lack of OHMW (top right, i.e., no debris, 

sediment cracking, shelving).



Drainage 11: Mild topography, No bed and bank, no OHWM, no sediment sorting. 
Field Verification: Not a water of the U.S. Tributary to drainage 12.

Photograph taken of the bottom of the channel



Drainage 10: Mild topography, however an OHWM was observed.  Observed characters included sinuosity, shelving, rocks 
scattered within the drainage, debris accumulated in barb wire within the drainage, and some sediment sorting.  Lateral extent of 

waters approximately 3’ throughout. 
Field Verification: water of the U.S. 

Photograph (top left) taken in the drainage looking toward the 
eastern project boundary (fence) demonstrates drainage 

sinuosity.  Barb wire with debris accumulation (bottom left).  
Shelving and undercutting observed along the rocks within the 

drainage (top right).



Drainage 9: Vegetated swale (no wetland parameters observed) No bed and bank, no OHWM, very minimal sorting of sediments.
Field Verification: Not a water of the U.S. 

Photograph taken looking toward the eastern project boundary 
(fence).



Drainage 8: Vegetated swale (no wetland) No bed and bank, no OHWM, very minimal sorting of sediments.
Field Verification: Not a water of the U.S. 

Photograph taken in the drainage looking toward the eastern 
project boundary (fence).

Photograph taken in the drainage looking toward the valley.



Drainage 7: No bed and bank, no OHWM, no sorting of sediments.
Field Verification: Not a water of the U.S. 

Photograph taken looking north toward the eastern project 
boundary

Photograph taken looking south toward the valley



Drainage 6: No bed and bank, no OHWM, no sorting of sediments.
Field Verification: Not a water of the U.S. 

Photograph taken looking south toward the valley



Drainage 5: No bed and bank, no OHWM, no sorting of sediments.
Field Verification: Not a water of the U.S. 

Photograph taken looking south toward the valley
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